Kitsap County Democratic Central Committee

PO Box 27, Silverdale WA 98383 » 360-698-6833  www.kitsapdemocrats.com

CALLTO 2008 KITSAP COUNTY DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

March 24, 2008
To Delegates and Alternates:

Pursuant to Washington State 2008 Delegate Selection Rules of the Washington State Democratic Party,
you are hereby called to the 2008 Kitsap County Democratic Convention, which will convene at 9:00

AM, Saturday, April 12, 2008, at Olympic High School, 7070 Stampede Blvd., Bremerton (near the KC
Fairgrounds). Adopting a platform and electing delegates and alternates by presidential preference to the
Congressional District Caucuses (held May 17) and the State Democratic Convention (held June 14) are our
main tasks on this day.

Registration for the County Convention will begin at 8:00 AM. We could see a turnout of 2000+
delegates and alternates. If you kept your Certificate of Election from the February 9" caucuses please bring it
with you and arrive well before the start of the Convention so the Credentials Committee can get you checked
in promptly.

A donation of $5.00 is requested of all delegates to help defray Convention expenses and will be
payable upon registration, unless a waiver is requested. While some beverage and snack-type food will
be available, attendees should bring their own brown bag lunch, as there will not be formal food service
available. The Convention does not recess for lunch and, as such, runs continuously throughout the day.

The 23 and 35™ Legislative Districts will hold sub-caucuses at this Convention to elect delegates and
alternates to the Congressional District Caucuses and the State Democratic Convention. Unlike past years,
the 26™ LD will caucus the previous Saturday, April 5* at Gig Harbor High School. Delegates elected
to attend the State Convention should be prepared to pay the $50.00 registration fee, unless a waiver is
requested.

Bring this mailer with you as it contains our Proposed Rules for the Convention and the Proposed
County Platform. The rules, upon adoption, will govern the proceedings.

Any amendments to the Proposed County Platform as printed herein must be submitted in writing
before 11:00 AM on Saturday, April 12% and signed by at least twenty (20) delegates including the maker.
Forms for amendments will be available at the sign-in tables.

Any resolution to be considered separately from the platform must be signed by at least twenty (20) delegates
including the maker and be submitted by 1:00 PM on April 12", Forms for resolutions will be available at the
sign-in tables.

Please study the proposed rules and platform ahead of time. Remember to bring this mailer with you. I
look forward to seeing you and to spending a productive day together.

Sincerely,

Col o

Carl A. Olson, Chair, KCDCC

BRING THIS DOCUMENT WITH YOU TO THE COUNTY CONVENTION .
REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR OWN BAG LUNCH. THERE WILL BE NO LUNCH BREAK.
IF YOU HAVE SPECIAL NEEDS, CONTACT CARL OLSON AT 360-698-6833




2008 Kitsap County Convention Proposed Rules

The Kitsap County Democratic Convention shall

be held on Saturday, April 12, 2008, at the Olympic
High School Gymnasium, 7070 Stampede Boulevard,
Bremerton, Washington, starting at 9:00 AM for the
purpose of electing Kitsap County’s portion of the del-
egates and alternates from the 23 LD and 35" LD to
both the State Convention (to be held June 14, 2008 in
Spokane, Washington) and the Congressional District
Caucuses (to be held Saturday, May 17, 2008). All
239 LD, 26" LD, and 35" LD delegates and alternates
elected to the County Convention will also be adopt-
ing a 2008 Kitsap County Platform and Resolutions.
Registration will begin at 8:00 AM. Notice thereof
shall be given to all delegates and alternates and news
media in writing no less than 10 days prior to the
Convention. Together with such notice, the Creden-
tials Committee of the Convention shall provide a
preliminary credentials report to the Chair and to the
representative of each political campaign so request-
ing. Such report shall consist of one electronic copy
of the delegates and alternates properly elected at the
2008 precinct caucuses, including contact information
as has been provided; each recipient of such report
shall agree to limit use to campaign purposes only.
The Convention shall be governed by the rules as
adopted by the Washington State Democratic Central
Committee for 2008. The Kitsap County Chair, or his/
her designee, shall call the Convention to order and
appoint a temporary chair, secretary, parliamentarian,
and sergeant-at-arms.

NOTE:

1. This year, the 26™ LD has chosen to elect its
portion of delegates and alternates from Kitsap
County to the State Convention/CD Caucuses at a
26™ LD Caucus to be held Saturday, April 5, 2008,
at Gig Harbor High School in Pierce County.

2. No 26™ LD delegates and alternates to the State
Convention/CD Caucuses will be elected at the
Kitsap County Convention on Saturday, April 12,
2008.

3. 26™ LD delegates and alternates residing in
Kitsap County are however, encouraged to attend
the County Convention on Saturday, April 12,
2008, to help adopt a 2008 Kitsap County Platform
and Resolutions.

CREDENTIALS REQUIREMENTS

Registration: Registration will begin at 8:00 AM
and close at the acceptance of the final Credentials
Committee report. A registration fee of $5.00 is
requested of all delegates (and alternates if and when
they become delegates) to help defray costs of the
Convention and will be payable upon registration,
unless a waiver is requested. Any delegate

who appears to register after an alternate has
been seated in his/her place following the first
Credentials Committee report, shall be registered
as an alternate to the Convention.

Sign In by Presidential Preference: All delegates
and alternates will sign in by precinct stating the
presidential candidate of their choice or uncommitted
status. Delegates may only change their presidential
preference up to the cut-off time announced by the
Chair after the second Credentials Committee report
in order to prepare the final Credentials Committee
report that establishes allocation of delegates and
alternates to the State Convention/CD Caucuses.
Alternates may not change their presidential
preference unless, or until, their status is changed
to that of delegate.

Privilege of Voting: Only delegates and alternates
properly elected at the 2008 precinct caucuses

shall have the privilege of participating and voting.
Alternates shall be converted to delegate status in

the order in which they were elected at the precinct
caucuses after the first report of the Credentials
Committee to fill vacant delegate positions from

the same precinct. An alternate taking the place

of a delegate must be of the same presidential
preference or same uncommitted status. Registered
delegates may vote on all issues before the Convention
and for all candidates for which they qualify to vote in
the LD caucuses. Alternates not converted to delegate
status may participate in the debate and voting on the
adoption of the County Platform and any resolutions
proposed, but not for candidates for delegate and
alternate to the State Convention/CD Caucuses in the
LD caucuses.

15% Threshold. A candidate for president or

uncommitted status must receive a minimum of 15%
of the delegates (by legislative district) registered on
the day of the Convention by the close of registration



to be eligible for any delegates or alternates to the
State Convention/CD Caucuses. The Chair of the
Convention shall announce during the first and second
Credentials Committee reports a preliminary vote
count and delegate allocation by legislative district,
including the number of votes needed to qualify for
the 15% threshold. Each announcement shall be
followed by a reasonable period of time to allow
Convention delegates to change their presidential
preference if so desired. Representatives of the
presidential campaigns will be given up to 5 minutes
each to speak on behalf of their candidates after the
second Credentials Committee report. Alternates shall
be allocated in the same proportion as delegates. The
second Credentials Committee report shall occur after
alternates have been converted to delegate status. The
final Credentials Committee report shall take place
only after a definite cutoff time is announced by the
Chair and has passed for any Convention delegates
wishing to change their presidential preference.

Residency of Delegates and Alternates: Any
delegate or alternate who was elected in error because
he or she did not reside in the precinct from which

he or she was elected at the precinct caucuses on
February 9, 2008, is not a duly elected delegate or
alternate to the County Convention or LD Caucus
and shall not be seated. Any duly elected delegate or
alternate who moves from his/her precinct prior to the
County Convention shall automatically forfeit his or
her place.

Seating of Delegates: The Credentials Committee
may seat delegates after the final report of the
Credentials Committee has been accepted, but their
numbers will not affect the allocation of delegates
and alternates by legislative district to the State
Convention/CD Caucuses.

Challenged Delegate and Alternates: All challenges
to the seating of delegates and alternates must be
presented in writing to the chair of the Credentials
Committee before the end of the first Credentials
Committee report. The Credentials Committee shall
report on the disposition of all delegate and alternate
challenges at the first Credentials Committee report.

Authority of Credentials Committee: The
Credentials Committee of the County Convention
shall include representatives from each of the
legislative districts in Kitsap County (23 LD, 26™
LD, and 35" LD). As such, the Credentials Committee

has authority to act on all credentials issues coming
before the Convention or before any of the individual
LD Caucuses meeting as a part of the Convention on
April 12, 2008. There will not be separate legislative
district credentials committees constituted for the
County Convention.

QUORUM

Forty (40) percent of those accredited at the
acceptance of the final Credentials Committee report
shall constitute a quorum.

PROXY VOTES
There shall be no proxy votes allowed.

ELIGIBILITY OF OFFICERS OF THE
CONVENTION

Officers of the Convention may be any registered
voter in Kitsap County who verifies that he or she is a
Democrat.

Rules for the Election of Permanent Chair and
State Convention Delegates and Alternates

Balloting: All elections shall be by written, signed
ballot upon forms provided by the Convention, except
if the number of nominees is not greater than the
number of positions to be filled, in which case the
chair may call for a voice vote.

Permanent Chair: The temporary chair of the
Convention, who is appointed by the County Chair,
shall conduct the election for permanent chair and
appoint a tally committee. Candidates for permanent
chair shall be nominated by delegates from the floor.
Nominating and seconding speakers, and speaking

by the candidate on his or her own behalf, shall not
total more than three (3) minutes per nominee. If no
candidate receives a majority of total votes cast on any
given ballot, the candidate receiving the least votes is
dropped from the race and balloting shall be repeated
using the remaining names. In the event of a tie,
balloting shall continue until one candidate is elected.
A recount will be made upon demand of one delegate,
supported by ten (10) additional delegates.

State Convention Delegates and Alternates:
Election of State Convention/CD Caucus delegates
and alternates shall take place in separate legislative
district caucuses (23 LD and 35" LD only at the
County Convention; 26™ LD will elect delegates and
alternates on April 5, 2008 at the 26™ LD Caucus

at Gig Harbor High School in Pierce County). The



highest ranking officer of each legislative district

in attendance, or his/her designee, shall conduct the
caucus. The delegates of those presidential candidates
who meet the 15% threshold shall meet separately

in a sub-caucus to elect their share of delegates and
alternates to the State Convention/CD Caucuses. Each
candidate for State Convention delegate or alternate
must be a resident registered voter in his or her
legislative district. A person need not be a delegate

or alternate to the County Convention to run for a
delegate or alternate seat to the State Convention/CD
Caucuses.

Each candidate for State Convention/CD Caucus
delegate or alternate shall be nominated individually.
No second is required. Each candidate so nominated
shall be allowed up to one minute for a nominating
speech. A candidate who is not a delegate to the
County Convention or who is not present must
signify in advance, in writing the following: his or
her presidential preference, that he or she will serve if
elected, and that he or she is a Democrat and is willing
to be known as such. Said letter shall be delivered

to the caucus chair at or prior to the LD caucus, shall
be read at the LD caucus meeting by the caucus

chair, and shall constitute a nomination, no second
required. Nomination of alternates shall occur after
the completion of the election of delegates.

Voting shall be by a written and signed ballot and a
ballot to be counted must have all positions filled with
no duplications. The chair shall give clear notice to
delegates that they must vote for the allotted number
of candidates, give adequate time to do so, and ask
voting delegates to check their ballots before turning
them in. An unsigned ballot is void and will not

be counted. The Unit Rule, or any rule or practice
whereby all members of a Party unit or delegation may
be required to cast their votes in accordance with the
will of the majority of the body, shall not be permitted
for the election of delegates and alternates at any time.
The County Chair shall provide the ballots. After the
votes are collected and tallied, the delegate receiving
the most votes shall have been elected, the delegate
receiving the next most votes shall have been elected,
and so forth until all allocated delegate positions

are filled. In case of a tie vote, the assignment of

a delegate position shall be by lot. The election of
alternates shall be in the same manner as the election
of delegates, except that the alternate receiving the
most votes shall become alternate #1, the alternate

receiving the next most votes shall be alternate #2,
and so forth. In case of a tie vote, the assignment of
numbers to the alternates shall be by lot. In so far
as is possible, those elected in both the delegate and
alternate categories shall be equally divided between
men and women.

All possible efforts shall be made to insure maximum
participation of all members of the Democratic Party
regardless of race, sex, age, color, creed, national
origin, religion, ethnic identity, sexual orientation,
economic status or physical disadvantage.

At the time of the election, each elected delegate to the
State Convention/CD Caucuses shall be requested to
pay a $50.00 State Convention registration fee to the
secretary, who shall send fees and a list of delegates
and alternates with addresses and telephone numbers
to the State Chair within five (5) days. No person
shall be excluded or disqualified from any part of the
process because of failure to pay such a fee.

CONSIDERATION OF PLATFORM
COMMITTEE REPORT

Proposed Platform: The report of the Platform
Committee shall be presented in such a manner

that the concerns of the precinct caucus meetings

are represented. On any offered amendment to the
proposed platform, at the discretion of the Platform
Chair, the Platform Chair or his/her designee may give
background information on if and how the Platform
Committee may have dealt with the issue.

Time for Debate: In order to afford all platform
planks adequate time for debate, the platform may be
considered in major sections or in total. Each plank of
the platform shall be allotted a maximum time of 30
minutes for debate. A vote to suspend the rules will be
required to provide additional time for debate.

Deadline for Platform Amendments: In order for
the Convention to consider any amendments to the
proposed platform, proposed amendments shall be
submitted in writing no later than 11:00 AM, April 12,
2008, to the Convention Chair, and must be signed

by the maker, who must be a delegate, and at least
nineteen (19) additional delegates.

RULES OF VOTING

Voice Vote: Voting shall be by voice vote unless a
division is demanded by one delegate and is supported
by ten (10) additional delegates, in which case a
standing vote will be ordered.



Standing Vote: The Chair may require a standing vote
at any time at his or her discretion.

RULES OF DEBATE

Rights of the Maker of a Motion: The maker of

the motion may yield his or her time (or part of it)

to another speaker, who need not be a delegate or an
alternate. No debate shall take place without a second.

PRO AND CON: DEBATE SHAL
ALTERNATE PRO AND CON

Limit of Speakers: No more than three speakers
shall be allowed on each side of the question. All
speakers must be seated delegates or alternates to the
Convention except as provided for under Rights of the
Maker of a Motion.

Time for Speakers: Debate shall alternate pro and
con. No delegate or alternate shall speak on the
subject being debated for more than three (3) minutes.
This time is not transferable to another speaker except
as provided to the maker of a motion. A speaker’s
time and debate on a single issue is a one-time event
and may not be broken up into small, non-continuous
segments.

Previous Question: The previous question shall not
be entertained on any substantive motion until an
opportunity for at least one speech in favor and one
speech opposed has been given. This rule also applies
to debate on amendments.

Motion to Postpone or Table: The motion to
postpone indefinitely or table shall not be entertained.

Motion to Adjourn: The motion to adjourn is not
privileged at the Convention when it would have
the effect of permanently dissolving the Convention
before completion of pending business.

RESOLUTIONS

Deadline for Submittal: Any resolution to be
considered separately from the platform shall be
submitted in writing no later than 1:00 PM, April 12,
2008, to the Convention Chair, and must be signed
by the maker, who must be a delegate, and at least
nineteen (19) additional delegates.

Rules for Debate: Rules for debate of resolutions
shall be the same as those for the platform.

GENERAL RULES

Improper Motions: The Chair may rule any motion
out of order if improper for consideration or already
covered in Convention proceedings. The remedy for
disagreement with a ruling of the Chair is through

an appeal of the Chair’s ruling. It takes a two-thirds
negative vote to overrule a decision of the Chair.
Rules for debate on an appeal of the Chair’s ruling are
the same as the rules for debate for the platform.

Debate: Unless otherwise specified, debate and voting
on any issue before the Convention shall be governed
by the same rules as outlined for the platform and
resolutions debates.

Suspension of the Rules: These rules, except for
portions that deal with election of State Convention/
CD Caucus delegates and alternates, may be
suspended by a two-thirds majority vote, except
these rules may be suspended by the Convention
Chair for the purpose of taking up the report of the
Platform Committee or hearing comments by elected
officials and candidates for office while awaiting the
preparation of other regular items on the agenda.

Presence on the Floor: Only delegates and
Convention officers shall be allowed on the
Convention floor, with the exception of speakers
invited by the Chair or makers of motions. Alternates
shall be seated with the delegates after the election of
the permanent chair. Visitors and press shall not be
seated with delegates.

Demonstrations: No demonstrations shall be allowed
in the convention hall; except, at the discretion of the
Chair, a demonstration in support of a candidate or
platform position may be allowed, provided that the
Chair shall deem such demonstration not disruptive to
the business of the Convention. The time taken up by
any demonstration in support of a platform position
will count as a speaker for the position in the debate
and time utilized will come from the maximum time of
30 minutes allocated for consideration of that platform
plank.

Robert’s Rules of Order: On all other matters,
Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall govern.



2008 Kitsap County Democratic Platform

I PREAMBLE

This platform is a summary statement of our collective
principles, beliefs and goals. We reaffirm the rights
guaranteed by the Constitution and the Bill of Rights
and expect government at all levels to champion these
tenets for everyone.

We believe that:

Democratic principles openly implemented
through representative government strengthens our
communities and nation.

Healthy communities are the foundation for a safe,
stable and prosperous future for our families, and
healthy families are the foundation of enduring
communities.

Every individual deserves the opportunity to
succeed and the right to be treated with dignity and
respect.

We are responsible for the ethical, economical and
environmental legacy we leave our children.

Our candidates support this platform and will
represent our best interests.

IT HUMAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS

We believe in the inherent dignity and the equal and
inalienable rights of all humanity as the foundation

of freedom and justice. We believe that food,

shelter, universal access to health care, living-

wage compensation for employment, freedom from
discrimination and governmental intrusion based
upon age, sex, reproductive choice, sexual orientation,
ethnic origin, religion and political beliefs, are basic
human rights everywhere.

We support and promote all legislation that meets and
fosters these basic human rights. We will fight against
any narrow sectarian or philosophical views which
would attempt to limit the basic human rights that are
the legacy of all of us.

III LAW, CRIME AND JUSTICE

In times of national peril, it is crucial to hold fast to
those fundamental rights enjoyed by all Americans.
We call upon local, state and national government
to zealously protect the constitutional rights and
privileges of all: citizen and non-citizen alike.

We believe that the government has a basic
responsibility to take all measures necessary and
proper to prevent crime and to alleviate the social and
economic conditions which contribute to crime.

IV ECONOMIC JUSTICE AND LABOR

Economic justice for all is essential to the existence
of a democratic society. Favoritism toward the
wealthiest of us has permitted them undue influence
on public policy, to the detriment of the rest of us.
Taxation policies that are fair and equitable for all
taxpayers, not just a favored few, are a keystone of
economic justice.

All who are employed have a right to a safe and
healthy work environment, to free speech and
assembly about their working conditions and wages, to
organize and bargain collectively with their employer,
and to litigate and strike, when necessary in order to
achieve these basic ends.

V. EDUCATION

We believe that the growing demands of globalization,
technology, and inter-cultural understanding require

a public education system that offers the challenges
and opportunities to develop the full potential of

all students, no matter what their backgrounds,
experiences, abilities, or age.

We call upon the Washington State Legislature to
revisit its constitutional imperative and paramount
duty “to make ample provisions for the education of
all children.” We believe that “ample provisions” in
today’s world include far more than funding of outmoded
and restricting classes, known as “basic education.”
Innovative teacher training and retraining must be
supported to provide adequate learning opportunities
for all students.

We believe that various methods of determining student
academic progress should be employed, not just one
standardized test for all programs and methods with the
success or failure of a teacher or a school hanging on the
outcome. Above all, we believe in equal opportunity in
a public education system that values critical thinking
in all aspects of responsible citizenship.



V ENVIRONMENT

Our environment is our life support system; one weak
link threatens the entire system. We must protect

our air, water and land for the welfare of all current
and future inhabitants of our planet. In the long term,
healthy people and sustainable, prosperous economies
depend upon a hale and hearty environment.

We believe in enactment and support of responsible
international and domestic environmental laws

and their vigorous enforcement. We support
policies and practices for sustainable development,
production and consumption, including. local land
use planning consistent with the goals of the state
Growth Management Act and Shoreline Management
Protection Act. We support full disclosure of health
and environmental impacts of all major public

and private projects. We demand identification

of chemicals, pesticides and genetically modified
organisms in all food products.

We believe that a new energy policy, focused on self-
sufficiency and the reduction of pollution, is vital to
our nation’s security and continued economic well
being.

VII HEALTH CARE

All people, regardless of age, employment status

or prior health condition, have a right to reasonable
physical and mental health care. We support

a universal health care system that provides a
comprehensive range of services to all, from prenatal
care through the last years of life. We support policies
which encourage expanded research to improve
health, and governmental action to enhance public
health, and to better fund disease control efforts in this
time of increased public health threats.

III TRANSPORTATION

An efficient, flexible and far-sighted transportation
system is fundamental to a healthy economy and
environment in Kitsap County. We believe that the
transportation system should help all our citizens
move freely. No one group of users should shoulder
an undue portion of the costs of a transportation
system we all use. We support efforts to improve the

level of public transportation services, while reducing
the overall costs and the pollution produced by all
transportation systems, public and private.

IX FOREIGN POLICY

We believe America’s place as a world leader is well
deserved and hard earned. Our foreign policy should
always display consistent and strong moral vision as a
leading member of the global community, and support
the enhancement of democratic values for all nations.
We believe in cooperation with our neighbors first,
including the use of the United Nations and other
multi-national groups whenever possible. We believe
in the use of armed conflict as a last resort. However,
we will not hesitate to protect our interests and our
citizens around the globe when they are being unjustly
and unfairly treated.

X CAMPAIGNS AND VOTING

We believe in an election system where every vote
counts, and where the system retains physical proof
of all votes cast. We believe that no American citizen
should be removed from the voting rolls, or otherwise
constrained from participating in an election for
which they are eligible. Finally, we believe the

role that money plays in elections should be kept

to a minimum with regard to candidates and to the
initiative process.

IX MILITARY

Kitsap County Democrats have always answered
their country’s call to duty and are proud of our
military contributions to the nation. We believe that
our military men and women— active duty, reserve
and National Guard—should always have leadership
worthy of them. We will continue to press for the
money and resources necessary to ensure our veterans
receive all that this nation has promised them — and
owes to them.
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Convention A genda

1. Call to Order by the County Chair
2. Appointment of Temporary Chair, Secretary,
Parliamentarian, and Sergeant-at-Arms
3. Adoption of Agenda
4. Report of the Rules Committee
5. Election of Permanent Chair
6. Introductions/Speeches by Elected Officials/
Candidates for Office (Chair determines best times to
facilitate work of the Convention)
7. First Report of the Credentials Committee:
Announce preliminary sign-in count by LD by
presidential preference and resulting delegate
allocation and announce alternates eligible to be
seated
8. Alternates Go to Sign-in Area to be Seated (any
delegate to register after alternate seated in his/her
place is seated as an alternate, not a delegate)
9. Second Report of the Credentials Committee:

Announce interim re-calculated sign-in count by

LD by presidential preference and resulting delegate
allocation

10. Five-Minute Speeches by Representatives

of Each Presidential Campaign and Uncommitted
Preference

11. Chair Announces Specific Time for Close of
Registration After Which No Further Changes in
Presidential Preference Allowed

12. Final Report of the Credentials Committee:
Announce final sign-in count by LD by presidential
preference and resulting delegate allocation for use in
electing delegates and alternates in LD Caucuses

13. 239 LD and 35" LD Caucuses to elect Delegates
and Alternates to the State Convention/CD Caucuses
14. Adoption of County Platform

15. Adoption of County Resolutions

16. Good of the Order/Adjournment




